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Homeowners know that there’s no 
shortage of work required to maintain 
a home. Whether it’s a renovation 
project designed to make a home more 
comfortable or a safety-related remodel, 
homes require a significant amount of 
TLC.

Mold remediation falls under the 
umbrella of safety-related renovations. 
Various types of mold can grow in 
a home, and such infestations may 
develop just about anywhere in a 
house. According to the Rhode Island 
Department of Health, exposure to mold 
can contribute to an array of adverse 
health consequences, including allergy 
symptoms such as runny nose, watery 
eyes, sneezing, difficulty breathing, 
and headache. Prolonged exposure can 
cause allergic reactions to become more 
severe.

Various points in a home can be 
vulnerable to mold infestation. The 
New York State Department of Health 
notes that identifying and controlling 
moisture is the key to preventing mold 
infestations in a home. Certain points in 
a home, if left unchecked, are more likely 
to promote mold growth than others. 
As homeowners work to maintain their 
homes so the environment inside their 
walls is as comfortable and healthy as 
possible, they can routinely inspect 
potential mold infestation points and 
do their best to keep these areas as free 
from moisture as possible.

• Roof: A sturdy, leak-free roof can 
help prevent a buildup of moisture that 
can contribute to mold growth.

• Indoor plumbing: Check the 
pipes beneath sinks throughout the 
home, including those in the kitchen 
and bathrooms. Homeowners whose 
washrooms have a slop sink or utility 
sink should inspect these areas for leaky 
plumbing as well.

• Outdoor drainage: Maintaining 
effective outdoor drainage is another 
way to prevent mold growth in a home. 
This typically requires maintaining 
gutters and drains so they do not become 
clogged during or after rainstorms. 
Gutter guards can prevent gutters and 
drains from clogging. Homeowners also 
may want to work with a landscaper 
or landscape architect to ensure soil 
around the house slopes away from the 
foundation, which can prevent water 
from pooling near the walls. When 
water pools near the walls, this can 
contribute to foundation problems and 
make it easier for mold to grow.

• Basements/crawl spaces: Basements 
and crawl spaces are vulnerable to mold 
infestations because they tend to be 
dark and cool, which can contribute to 
dampness that facilitates mold growth. 
The Rhode Island Department of Health 
recommends using a dehumidifier in 
basements and crawl spaces.

• Bathrooms: Steam from hot showers 
also can contribute to mold growth if the 
bathrooms do not contain exhaust fans. 
Such fans can remove excess moisture 
that makes it easy for mold to grow.

Mold can pose a notable health threat 
in a home. But homeowners can keep 
an eye on various areas of their home 
and implement measures to keep such 
spaces dry and less mold-friendly.

Risk Factors For Mold 
Infestation In A Home 

Homes are safe havens and relaxing 
spaces for their residents. No one wants 
to imagine the place they call home 
putting their health in jeopardy, but 
that’s precisely the case for people who 
live in homes where mold is present.

The United States Environmental 
Protection Agency notes that molds 
are not usually a problem indoors. 
However, when they are, molds produce 
allergens, irritants and potentially 
toxic substances. Molds can become 
problematic when spores land on wet 
or damp surfaces and begin growing. 
If inhaled, those spores can cause 
allergic reactions in people with asthma 
who have mold allergies. Even people 
without such allergies may suffer from 
irritated eyes, skin, nose, throat, or lungs 
due to exposure to mold. Mold also can 
affect the home itself, as the EPA notes 
that mold gradually destroys the things 
it grows on, potentially leading to costly 
remediation and renovation expenses.

Mold is sometimes visible in parts of 
a home. For example, mold problems in 
a bathroom may be recognizable when 

tiny black spots are present on surfaces 
that frequently get wet. Those areas may 
gradually expand from small spots and 
cover larger areas, such as windowsills 
and areas around the bathtub. Other 
signs indicating the presence of mold 
may be less recognizable though 
potentially just as harmful. That’s one 
reason why it makes sense for everyone 
to learn how to spot mold in a home.

• Learn what mold looks like. Not 
all molds are black. Some are white and 
look like thread, but they also can have 
a gray-brown or gray-green tint. When 
peeling old wallpaper, some people may 
notice orange, pink or purple growth 
on the newly exposed walls, and that’s 
likely mold.

• Identify problems with paint. If 
paint is peeling, bubbling or cracking, 
it’s likely indicative of a mold issue. 
In such instances, contact a mold 
remediation specialist rather than 
simply painting over the affected areas 
with a fresh coat of paint.

• Conduct a smell test. Most molds 
will emit a damp, musty odor. However, 
a lack of this distinct and unpleasant 
smell should not lead individuals to 
conclude they don’t have a mold issue, 
as some molds do not produce an odor. 
In addition, the EPA notes that the smell 
of indoor molds can differ depending on 
the type of mold present in the home. 
Homeowners who have experienced 
mold issues in the past should not ignore 
a foul odor simply because it smells 
different from a previous infestation. 
Contact a mold remediation professional 
if you suspect an unpleasant smell could 
be a byproduct of mold.

Mold can be harmful to homes and 
humans. Anyone who suspects their 
home has a mold problem is urged to 
contact a remediation specialist as soon 
as possible. 

How To Spot Mold In Your Home

For reliable and a  ordable 
service, you can count on us

Sales, Installation and Repair of your
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Be sure to get your furnaces checked and  lters 

replaced before winter!

Zomer Plumbing
Heating & AC
605-764-5822

Proud to have been a part of Canton Since 1983!
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Water quality is not something people 
think about all that much, especially 
in developed nations. Though it can be 
easy to take water quality for granted 
in countries with ample regulation and 
sophisticated filtering systems, there 
are times when anyone, regardless of 
where they live, should take stock of the 
water in their homes.

Frequency of testing
One of the variables for individuals 

to consider is how long it’s been since 
they last tested the water quality in their 
homes. For those who have never done 
so, those who have done it but can’t 
recall precisely when or those who know 
it’s been more than a year since the last 
test, then it’s a good time to test the 
water. In fact, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency recommends annual 
testing for coliform bacteria, nitrates, 
total dissolved solids, and pH levels. 
The EPA notes this testing is especially 
important for anyone who is using a 
new well or has replaced or repaired 
pipes, pumps or the well casing.

What about public water supply 
systems?

Testing may not be necessary for 
individuals who get their water from 
public water supplies. The EPA notes 
that anyone who pays a water bill gets 
their water from a public supply system, 
which is responsible for monitoring 
and testing water and reporting the 
results of those tests to the appropriate 

agencies as well as the individuals who 
use the water. Homeowners and tenants 
who pay a water bill should receive an 
annual water quality report from their 
water supply utility, while renters can 
request a copy of that report from their 
landlords if they do not pay the bill 
themselves.

What about private water supply 
systems?

Individuals who receive their water 
from a private system, such as a 
household well, are responsible for 
conducting their own water supply 
testing. These tests should be conducted 
annually and in the aftermath of a spill 
or other incident that could taint the 
water supply.

Are there any special circumstances 
to test the water?

The EPA notes that certain situations 
may call for testing the water supply, 
even if it’s provided by a public 
supply system. For example, the EPA 
recommends that expecting parents test 
their water supply for nitrates in the 
early months of a pregnancy. Testing 

should then be conducted again prior to 
bringing an infant home and once more 
during the first six months of the baby’s 
life. The EPA notes nitrate tests are best 
conducted in spring or summer after 
periods of rain.

An eye, taste and/or smell test also 
can indicate if the water supply should 
be tested. Water that stains, has an 
unusual taste and/or a conspicuous odor 
should be tested. In these instances, test 
for sulfate, chloride, iron, manganese, 
hardness, and corrosion.

A local chemical or fuel spill also 
should trigger a test of the water supply. 
The EPA notes that these tests can be 
expensive and recommends individuals 
contact a local expert to determine 
which contaminants to test for.

Water quality is easily taken for 
granted. However, various scenarios 
may necessitate testing the water 
supply. A local health department office 
can be a useful resource for individuals 
who want to confirm that their water 
supply is safe. 

When To Test Your Home Water Supply 

Homeowners tend to want to maximize 
all of the space they have in their homes. 
For some this may involve turning a 
garage from a utilitarian space into one 
that serves multiple purposes. 

According to The Mortgage Reports, 
a home-buying and improvement 
resource, garage renovations can 
increase the value of a home and 
add living space. Garage remodels 
can create additional storage space, 
provide an area for a home gym or 
even create room for a home office. 
Prior to beginning a garage remodel, 
homeowners may have some common 
questions about the process.

How much does the renovation cost?
Several factors will ultimately 

determine the final price of a garage 
remodel, but HomeAdvisor says the 
national average for a garage remodel 
falls between $6,000 and $26,000. Most 
homeowners come in at around $15,000 
for a total garage conversion.

Will I recoup the investment?
A garage conversion adds value to a 

home if it creates new and usable living 
space. The firm Cottage, which pulled 
together a team of builders, architects 
and technologists, advises the average 
garage conversion provides an 80 
percent return on investment. That ROI 
varies depending on location.

How can I upgrade the flooring?
Garages traditionally feature concrete 

floors. Although durable, concrete 
floors can feel damp, hard and cold 
underfoot. Both vinyl plank and epoxy 
flooring options can elevate the design 
and functionality of the garage. 

Can I have the best of both worlds?
Sometimes a garage needs to serve 

many purposes. Lofting the garage 
means a homeowner can still park cars 
or utilize the lower space as a living 
area, all the while items are stored 
overhead. Some flip this design scenario 
and have the loft area as a bedroom or 
finished living space, while the lower 
portion remains a traditional garage 
area. Another thought is to finish only 
a portion of the garage. This works well 
for two- or three-car garages where 
there will be room to park a car and the 
remainder will serve another purpose.

What are other ways to improve the 
garage?

Installing more windows or improving 
on the lighting in the garage can be 
important. The garage improvement 
experts at Danley’s say window 
installation enables people to circulate 
air in the garage without having to open 
the garage door. Improving the lighting 
means the garage can still be enjoyed or 
utilized after dark. Spread out lighting 

in the garage, and use a combination of 
overhead and task lighting just as one 
would in the home itself.

How do I deter bugs or other pests 
from entering?

Insects often want to hunker down in 
garages, and they may find it easy to 
get inside a garage. Keeping the garage 
clean and organized is the best way 
to deter pests and to spot infestations 
before they become problematic, 
indicates Mosquito Joe pest control 

company. Reducing water and humidity 
in the space, weatherproofing at the 
base of the garage door and other entry 
spots and utilizing insect repellents to 
make the garage less hospitable also can 
decrease the risk of insect infestation.

Remodeling a garage can add value 
and plenty of usable space to a home. 
Whether a garage houses cars or hosts 
neighborhood game night, a garage 
renovation can be well worth the 
investment.  

FAQ About Garage Remodels

Tri-State 
Ready Mix
Concrete

Canton (605) 987-2788
Beresford (605) 763-5028

Quality products at affordable 
prices for all your concrete needs!
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foundations, slabs and basements
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Omega Liner Company, Inc.

515 Noid Road

Canton, SD 57013

605-558-1020

We’ve Got Your UV Pipe Solution. 
A premium product designed and manufactured 

exclusively for UV installers. 
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Homeowners know that the work 
involved to maintain a home is never 
done. The end of one project has a 
tendency to roll into the planning of 
another, and so it goes for years on 
end.
Fortunate are the homeowners 

who get to choose when to begin 
a renovation project, but it’s far 
more common that homeowners 
spot an issue and then realize it’s 
time to renovate. When it comes to 
bathrooms, which can be among the 
more expensive spaces to renovate 
in a home, homeowners can keep an 
eye out for various signs suggesting 
the room needs a remodel.
• Mold and mildew: Mold 

and mildew is perhaps the most 
glaring sign a bathroom needs to 
be renovated or remodeled. Mold 
and mildew pose a notable threat to 
human health, as the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency 
reports that molds can cause allergic 
reactions. Individuals sensitive to 
mold may develop symptoms that 
mimic reactions to outdoor allergens 
like pollen, including sneezing, 
runny nose, red eyes, and dermatitis 
(skin rash). Mold also can trigger 
asthma attacks in people allergic 
to mold who have the condition. 
Mold can grow in poorly ventilated 
bathrooms, such as those without 

a fan or ones in which fans are not 
working properly. Mold and mildew 
will return if it’s merely scrubbed 
away, so the underlying cause of 
mold must be addressed to prevent 
its return.
• Small signs of fading: Stains, 

peeling paint, cracked paint, and 
gaps in grout are small signs of 
fading that indicate a bathroom is in 
need of renovation if not a complete 
remodel. These issues also can serve 
as warning signs of larger issues, 
such as water issues and structural 
problems, so they should not be 
merely written off as minor problems 
or eyesores.
• Rising water bills: Some signs 

a bathroom could use a little TLC 
are not necessarily confined to the 
room itself. If water bills are rising 
significantly and do not align with 
price increases or an uptick in 
water consumption, homeowners 
may have leaking pipes. Such pipes 
might be beneath a bathroom sink 
or behind tiled walls. Discoloration 
on the walls, peeling paint or 
wallpaper and/or a musty odor may 
indicate leaks inside a bathroom 
wall. If coupled with rising water 
bills, these signs could be indicative 
of a significant issue that requires 
immediate attention.

• Issues with tiles: Cracked or 
damaged tiles in the shower and 
bathtub or even on the floor are 
unsightly and also pose a safety 
hazard. Cracked floor tiles can 
lead to slips and falls, which can be 
especially harmful to older residents. 
And cracked tiles within the shower 
and tub area can indicate water 
problems behind the walls or general 
disrepair. Such issues should be 
addressed before they escalate into 
something larger.

• A dated vibe: Of course, some 
issues affecting a bathroom are not 
necessarily health or safety hazards 
but more an affront to homeowners’ 
grasp of current styles and trends. 
If walking into a bathroom 
unintentionally feels like stepping 
backward into a bygone era, then 
it’s probably time to consider a 
renovation or remodeling job.
Various signs can indicate to 

homeowners it’s time to consider a 
bathroom renovation. 

Warning Signs A Bathroom Needs Work 

501 Industrial Road
Canton, SD
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FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Did you know? 
Homeowners with an eye on home improvement projects should know that kitchens and bathrooms tend 

to be the most costly rooms to renovate. An affiliate of the National Kitchen and Bath Association told 
Architectural Digest in 2023 that kitchens and bathrooms require the most labor-intensive renovations, which 
contributes significantly to the high costs of such projects. Labor is indeed a significant cost when renovating 
a home, as the Construction Labor Market Analyzer indicates labor cost percentages in construction are 
between 20 and 40 percent of the total budget of a given project. The final cost of any renovation project will 
depend on a host of variables unique to each home, including the square footage of the room being remodeled 
and the materials homeowners choose. However, homeowners looking for less costly renovations may want 
to consider revamping their dining rooms and closets, each of which are projects that can make a difference 
and tend to require a less significant financial commitment than projects like kitchen and bath remodels.  



Page 5Sioux Valley News October 3, 2024

Kitchens are often described as the 
most popular room in a home, and 
that’s not mere conjecture. A 2022 
survey from House Digest asked 
participants to identify the room 
they consider most important in their 
homes, and roughly 41 percent chose 
the kitchen.
Residents tend to congregate in 

kitchens in the morning and then 
again in the evening when meals 
are prepared and, in homes without 
formal dining rooms, eaten. With so 
much time spent in the kitchen, it’s 
no wonder that the 2022 U.S. Houzz 
& Home Study: Renovation Trends 
found kitchens to be the most popular 
interior room to upgrade. With so 
many people interested in kitchen 
renovations, the following are four 
things homeowners should know 
about these popular improvement 
projects.

1. Expect to spend some money. 
Most home improvement projects 
require a significant financial 
investment, but kitchen renovations 
are among the more expensive 
undertakings. The overall cost of 
a project will depend on a host of 
variables unique to each home, 
including homeowners’ preferences, 
but HomeAdvisor estimated the 
average kitchen remodel in 2023 
cost between $14,611 and $41,432. 
Homeowners considering an upscale 
kitchen remodel may receive six 
figure estimates for such projects.

2. Expect a good return on 
investment. If sticker shock settles 
in when receiving an initial kitchen 
remodel estimate, perhaps it can 
help homeowners to know that such 

a project may provide a strong return 
on investment (ROI). According to 
Remodeling magazine’s “2024 Cost 
vs. Value Report,” a minor kitchen 
remodel provides a 96 percent ROI. 
A major kitchen remodel mid-range 
(49 percent) and a major kitchen 
remodel upscale (38 percent) did not 
provide as notable a ROI.

3. Expect the project to take some 
time. Kitchens are large rooms with 
a lot of components, so renovating 
these spaces can take some time. 
Estimates vary depending on the 
size of the room, the scale of the 
remodel and the materials chosen, 
but Angi reports a kitchen remodel 
for most homes takes six weeks 

to four months. That’s a sizable 
window, and it reflects the likelihood 
that unforeseen issues like supply 
chain interruptions or the discovery 
of mold will arise at some point 
during the renovation. Though it’s 
impossible to determine precisely 
how long a project will take before 
it begins, homeowners renovating 
their kitchens may want to plan for 
the project to take two months if not 
longer.

4. Expect to use your kitchen 
during the renovation. If the 
timeline of a renovation is scary, 
homeowners should know they will 

likely be able to use their kitchen 
even after the project begins. Though 
the room might not remain a popular 
gathering space once the work starts, 
Angi notes kitchens are typically 
out of commission for around six 
weeks during a renovation. That 
still requires some pre-planning in 
relation to meals, but it also suggests 
homeowners won’t be without a 
kitchen for months on end.
Kitchen renovations are popular 

projects. Homeowners who know 
what to expect before such projects 
commence can make it through a 
renovation more smoothly.  

4 Things To Know About Kitchen Renovations

Serving the Tri-State area and providing the 
best garage doors on the market. Give us a 
call at 712-461-2904 for a free quote or any 
questions you may have. 

Hill Country Doors is located in Inwood, 
Iowa.  We specialize in garage door sales, 
service and installation. 
Whether it be Residential, Commercial 

or Agricultural, we service it all.  

800-745-6970 
www.drgmechanical.com

 plumbing   •  heating  • air conditioning 

Repair, Replace and Service. 
Contact us today for...
• Heating and cooling 

Service
• Home Comfort Analysis
• Planning for your new 

construction
• Plumbing services

Established in 1990

Did you know? 
Planning plays an integral role in the home improvement process, 

and it’s perhaps a more time-consuming component of renovations 
than homeowners realize. According to the “2024 U.S. Houzz & 
Home Study” from Houzz Research, homeowners spent almost twice 
as much time planning their kitchen renovations in 2023 as it took 
for the projects to be completed. The researchers behind the report 
found that the average time spent planning a kitchen renovation in 
2023 was 9.6 months, while the building took 5.1 months. Additional 
projects featured a similar disparity between the time to plan and the 
time to build. For example, homeowners spent 8.1 months planning 
living room renovations, which then took an additional 4.1 months 
to complete. Even smaller projects like closet renovations required 
ample planning (6.5 months) that more than doubled the time required 
to complete the project (3.1 months).  
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 Homeowners are spending big bucks 
on home renovations. According to the 
Joint Center for Housing Studies at 
Harvard University, home improvement 
project spending continues to increase. 
It’s predicted to go from $472 billion 
spent in 2022 to $485 billion in 2024. 

Those targeting a specific home 
renovation likely know there is much 
that goes into the process from start 
to finish. Patience is a requisite virtue 
with any remodel, as even a thoroughly 
conceptualized plan can encounter a 
few bumps along the way. Although 
there is no way to completely remove 
renovation-related obstacles, there 
are ways to make projects go more 
smoothly.

• Establish a clear plan from the 
beginning. Now is not the time to be 
on the fence about details. A vision for 
the renovation is essential, and should 
include details about layout, materials, 
colors, and design. 

• Manage your expectations. Again, 
this speaks to a need for patience with 
a project but also involves flexibility. 
Being too rigid when choosing 
materials can require waiting for back-
ordered supplies to come in. Wanting 
contractors to bend to your schedule 
can delay the project even further. 
Creativity and flexibility are key.

• Establish a budget. It can be easy to 
spend beyond one’s means, especially 
when issues crop up. Black House 
Real Estate stresses the importance 
of creating a budget before starting a 
renovation, which may involve working 
with a local professional to help. Houzz 

advises preparing for worst-case 
scenarios by adding anywhere from 
1 percent to 20 percent to the budget. 
Commit to sticking to the budget no 
matter what comes down the pike.

• Assemble a good team. Thoroughly 
research all contractors who will be 
involved with the renovation. These 
include designers, architects, builders, 
and more. Be sure they come highly 
recommended and research online 
reviews. A good team removes some 
stress from the project because you’ll 
know the work is in experienced hands.

• Prepare the space for the remodel. 
Any work you can do will help save on 
labor costs and make it easier for the 
team to get started on the project. Clear 
out clutter and personal items. Ask if 
it would be helpful for you to handle 
some demolition, whether that’s pulling 
up old tile, removing drywall or another 
task.

• Have an escape hatch at the ready. 
Home renovations can cause upheaval 
to daily life, and that can mean stress 
on top of already chaotic schedules. 
If money and situation allow, plan a 
getaway during a particularly tough 
stretch of the project so the noise, 
mess, and disruptions will not induce 
headaches. Consider spending a few 
nights at a hotel or a friend or relative’s 
house to escape the constant grind of 
the project.

Home renovation projects add value 
and functionality to homes. Such 
undertakings can go more smoothly 
with some sound planning. 

How To Make Renovation 
Projects Go Smoothly

Home improvement trends come and go. In a testament to that reality, the 
wildly popular open floor plan concepts that have dominated homeowners’ 
desires over the last decade-plus could be falling out of favor, a shift that 
Rachel Stults of Realtor.com linked to the COVID-19 pandemic in a 2023 
interview with Business Insider. Stults noted open floor plans will likely 
exhibit some measure of staying power, but linked the shift toward more 
traditional layouts to COVID lockdowns and the desire for more privacy 
among residents.
The shift away from open floor plans is a testament to the fleeting nature 

of home renovation trends. But trends still deserve a place at the table 
among real estate investors and homeowners who want to renovate their 
homes with an eye on projects that could be most appealing to prospective 
buyers. As homeowners balance their own preferences with those that might 
help them sell their homes down the road, they can consider this list of the 
most popular rooms to renovate, courtesy of the “2024 U.S. Houzz & Home 
Study” from Houzz Research.

1. Kitchen
2. Guest bathroom

3. Primary bathroom
4. Living room

5. Guest bedroom
6. Primary bedroom

7. Laundry room
8. Closet

9. Dining room
10. Home office

When considering renovating these or other rooms, homeowners should 
know that Houzz researchers found that the median spend increased for 
most interior room upgrades compared to the previous year. However, the 
median cost to upgrade living rooms and home offices remained unchanged.  

The Most Popular 
Rooms To Remodel 

Window Fashions to match every design personality.
We’re the Hunter Douglas experts, 

guiding you in the selections that’ll make 
your home even more beautiful 

- whatever your style.

203 E. 5th 
Canton, SD

Mon-Fri 9-4; Sat 9-1
Paul - 605-368-0475

Stop by or Call for Free Consultation
www.thegardenshedfloralwindowfashions.com

Hard times happen.
Insure you re 

safeguarded, with
a comprehensive 

coverage plan that 
offers the coverage 
you need, with the 
deductibles your 

family can afford.

Get a free, no-
obligation policy 

review and rate quote 
from 

Corey Ulrickson
at First American 

Insurance

First American Insurance
207 E. 5th St., Canton, SD 57013

605-987-4344
corey_Ulrickson@hotmail.com
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Home is where the heart is. That 
sentiment may be especially true 
for seniors who have spent decades 
living in their homes. A lot of hard 
work goes into home ownership, and 
seniors who have lived in the same 
space for a while undoubtedly have 
countless memories within the walls 
of their homes.
A lifetime of experiences in a 

home can make it hard to leave, but 
many seniors experience diminished 
mobility as they age. Mobility 
issues can make it hard for seniors 
to traverse their homes, but aging 
homeowners can make various 
renovations to make a home more 
accessible.
• Revamp entryways and 

staircases. A 2020 study of 1,000 
adults in the United Kingdom found 
that 28 percent of individuals age 65 
and older who don’t exercise regularly 
struggle with activities like walking 
up stairs. The study, commissioned 
by Total Fitness, also found that 14 
percent of men and women over 65 
who regularly engage in moderate 
exercise still find it challenging to 
climb up and down a flight of stairs. 
Seniors facing similar challenges 
can install a ramp at their home’s 
entryway so they can comfortably 
go in and out. Inside, a chair lift can 

ensure seniors are not struggling to 
move from one floor to another.
• Raise the outlets throughout the 

home. They’re easily overlooked, 
but outlets, particularly those 
outside the kitchen, tend to be close 
to the floor. AARP notes that’s no 
accident, as outlets are generally 
placed at a height equal to the length 
of a hammer to save time with 
measuring when buildings are being 
constructed. Outlets close to the 
floor can be difficult for seniors with 
mobility issues to reach. Relocating 
the outlets a little higher off the floor 
is not an expensive renovation, but it 
can make a home more accessible for 
seniors who have difficulty bending 
down or getting down on one knee.
• Install door knob extensions. 

Verywell Health notes that nearly 
half of all people age 65 and older 
have arthritis or another rheumatic 
condition. Arthritis can make it 
difficult for seniors to grip and turn 
door knobs. Door knob extensions 
can make it easier for seniors with 
arthritis to open the doors in their 
homes. Such extensions are roughly 
five-inch levers that can be installed 
over an existing door knob, making 
it easier to grab and pull down. 
Extensions save seniors the hassle of 
turning the knob, which some may 

find painful and almost impossible.
• Renovate the bathroom.

Bathroom renovation projects can 
be costly, but seniors with mobility 
issues should know that bathrooms 
can pose a particularly dangerous 
threat. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention notes that 
roughly three million older adults 
are treated for fall injuries in 
emergency departments each year. 
A 2019 analysis published in The 
Journals of Gerontology noted that 
22 percent of in-home falls resulted 
in a change in the person’s walking 

ability. Replacing a step-over shower 
with a zero-step alternative can make 
it easier for seniors with mobility 
issues to get in and out of the shower, 
thus reducing their risk for falls. 
Grab bars along shower walls and a 
chair inside the shower can make it 
easier to bathe and towel off safely.
Seniors with mobility issues 

can make their homes more 
accommodating through an 
assortment of simple, yet effective 
renovations.

Senior-Friendly Interior Renovations 

COLORFUL SAVINGS

URL for rebate activation available in-store.

$8REBATE
Valspar 
ExpressionsTM Select
per gallon container/
$40 per 5-gallon container

$12 REBATE
Valspar 
Medallion® Plus 
per gallon container/
$60 per 5-gallon container

$15 REBATE
Valspar Accolade®

per gallon container/
$75 per 5-gallon container

FALL REBATES
Get up to $75 back on your favorite Valspar® brand paint.

September 27-October 6
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The holiday season comes at a time 
when the weather can be anywhere from 
cool to frigid. But even if the weather 
outside is somewhat frightful, holiday 
entertaining in outdoor spaces can still be 
delightful. Making the most of outdoor 
spaces during the holidays and the rest 
of the winter can enable guests to spread 
out, which should make things more 
comfortable for them. With that goal in 
mind, the following are some tips for 
putting outdoor areas to good use when 
hosting loved ones this holiday season.

• Decorate first. An easy way to 
make outdoor entertaining spaces more 
welcoming is to coordinate the decor 
with the interior of the home. Greenery 
wrapped with lights around railings and 
fencing can create the perfect ambiance. 
Candles, wreaths and small, decorated 
Christmas trees can finish the effect.

• Consider a fire or heating element.
Unless you live in a temperate climate, 
you’ll need some way to keep guests 
warm. Center the outdoor entertaining 
space around a fire pit, outdoor fireplace 
or an outdoor heater. Make sure to 
illuminate the outdoor area so that guests 
can find their way around with ease.

• Host an early gathering. The sun sets 
early in fall and winter, so it may not only 
get colder, but also darker at a time when 
guests typically arrive. Think about 
moving up the start time of your holiday 
event if you’ll be having an outdoor area, 
so guests can see one another and stay a 
little warmer.

• Use the grill. Keep foods warm by 
using the grill or an outdoor griddle; 
otherwise, set up the food buffet-style 
inside so guests can make their plates and 
gravitate where they feel comfortable.

• Provide blankets or f leeces. In 
addition to warming elements around 
your entertaining space, stock a large 
basket with cozy throws, blankets or 
f leece jackets that guests can use to 
warm up. Hats and scarves also may be 
appreciated. 

• Invest in waterproof furniture. 
Upgrade your exterior seating with plush 
outdoor couches and lounges that are 
decked out in weather-resistant fabrics. 
Make them more comfortable with throw 
pillows that coordinate with a holiday 
entertaining theme.

• Set up two drink stations. Set up 
beverages both inside and outside the 
home so guests can easily refill their 
drinks wherever they are relaxing. Think 
about having some warm drinks outside, 
such as mulled cider or hot chocolate, so 
guests can be warmed from the inside 
as well.

• Use a wireless speaker. A Bluetooth-
enabled wireless speaker placed outside 
allows guests to listen to holiday tunes 
while they are enjoying themselves. 

Using well-equipped outdoor areas for 
entertaining can expand the possibilities 
and guest list for holiday gatherings.  
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Rising prices have pushed people to 
look for new ways to save money. The 
do-it-yourself approach to home repairs 
has long been seen as a potential avenue 
to save money, and holiday shoppers 
can consider DIY when shopping for 
loved ones this year.

A recent survey by the remodeling 
company Allstar Home reported that 
70 percent of Americans have recently 
engaged in DIY home improvement 
projects. Similarly, a new Ipsos poll 
conducted on behalf of the DIY Network 
found that 73 percent of Canadian 
homeowners have done a renovation 
project themselves in the past. With so 
many homeowners tackling projects 
around the home on their own, DIY-
related products may be just what’s 
needed to hammer down the perfect 
gift. The following are some potential 
home improvement presents for DIY 
enthusiasts.

• Magnetic wristband: Keeping items 
close at hand takes on new meaning 
when one utilizes a magnetic wristband. 
The BinyaTools Magnetic Wristband is 
just one of the versions of this handy 
tool that’s ideal for wrangling screws, 
nails, washers, and any other ferrous 
items. It’s also a great option for crafters 
and jewelry makers.

• Painting essentials kit: Painting is 
an easy and effective way to transform 
a room. For those DIYers who have yet 
to compile all of their painting gear, 
local home improvement retailers often 
package kits that include a dropcloth, 
assorted roller sizes, brushes, a paint 
tray, and even painter’s tape to get 
started on projects.

• Rolling work bench: People serious 
about projects will need a place to 
store all the tools they have collected. 
A rolling work bench, such as the 
Gladiator nine-drawer work bench, has 
drawers to store tools and a wooden top 
on which smaller tasks can be tackled. 
Roll it where needed.

• Hearing protection: Drills, sanders 
and other power tools can be noisy. 
DIYers will want to protect their 
hearing, and a set of workshop earmuffs 
can be a thoughtful gift. Some, like the 
3M WorkTunes headphones, even come 
with Bluetooth technology to offer both 
hearing protection and the ability to 
listen to tunes while working.

• Headlamp: DIYers need both 
hands to tackle jobs effectively, which 
can make holding a flashlight to 
illuminate the area challenging. Hands-
free lighting is possible with an LED 
headlamp. The light is easily focused 
where the user is looking.

• Laser measuring tape: A smart 
measuring tape utilizes a laser to 
increase measuring size, calculate 
distances and ensure that every home 
improvement project lines up.

• Sawhorse: DIYers working on large 
projects can benefit from an adjustable 
saw horse to support materials and 
ensure safer cuts. The ToughBuilt C700 
is an option to consider since it has 
support pegs that fold out of the legs to 
allow for greater ease of use.

The list of gifts for DIYers is endless. 
Tools and additional gear can help 
people nail holiday shopping this year.  

Build Your Gift List For 
DIY Enthusiasts 

Home Sweet Home

Choose your hometown bank, 
Farmers State Bank, 

where it feels like home

Talk to any one of  us today to find out how we 
can save you money on your home loan!

We have the right loan for a 
home improvement project or 

if  you’re looking to buy.

Visit our website at: www.cantonfarmersstatebank.com
220 E 5th St. • Canton, SD (605) 987-2671 

Since 1901

Maximize Outdoor Spaces 
This Holiday Season 

Th e trees are about to show us 
just how beautiful it can be to 

let things go...
AND 

DECORATE 

WITH 

NEW!

20%off

Fall Items!
(excludes Vendors, Willow Tree & Russel Stover Candies)

Sale ends October 12, 2024

Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

303 East 5th St., Canton  •  605-987-2661
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