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The Benefits Of
Energy-Efficient Homes

Consumer efforts to be more eco-
conscious are more and more noticeable.
For proof of that, one need look no
further than the increase in vehicle
charging stations. Such stations are
more accessible than ever and illustrate
that consumer preference is increasingly
leaning toward products that leave as
small a carbon footprint as possible.

Another indicator of a growing
interest in eco-friendly products is the
popularity in energy-efficient homes. In
fact, a recent survey from the National
Association of Home Builders found that
energy-efficient features are among the
most sought-after “must-haves” among
homebuyers. Among those surveyed,
83 percent desired Energy Star-rated
windows, 81 percent wanted Energy
Star-rated appliances and 80 percent
preferred energy-efficient lighting.

Though eco-conscious sensibilities
compel millions of homeowners
to make their homes more energy-
efficient, that’s not the only reason to
upgrade your home. The following are a
handful of the many benefits of energy-
efficient homes.

» Save money: Inflation was one of
the biggest stories of 2022, as the cost
of living rose dramatically in the wake
of world events. According to data from
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
inflation led to an overall 6.5 percent
increase in prices. But that increase was
dwarfed by the cost of electricity, which
increased by 14.3 percent in 2022.
Energy-efficient appliances can help
homeowners overcome that spike, as the
U.S. Department of Energy indicates

upgrading to such products can help
homeowners reduce their energy costs
by as much as 30 percent.

* Improve resale value: Asthe NAHB
survey indicates, modern homebuyers
want energy-efficient homes. They’re
also willing to pay more for such homes.
Research from the mortgage lender
Freddie Mac found that homes with
energy-efficient ratings sold for nearly
3 percent more on average than homes
without such ratings.

* Live healthier: The benefits of
energy-efficient homes aren’t just
economic,  though  health-related
benefits certainly produce an economic
incentive as well. According to the
American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy, insulation and
air sealing protect individuals from
heat waves and other ripple effects of
climate change. The ACEEE notes that
weatherization can improve indoor air
quality and comfort, a notable benefit
for asthma sufferers and seniors. In fact,
the ACEEE estimates that integrating
energy efficiency programs in homes
could reduce seniors’ risk for falls
in their homes, potentially saving $2
billion in fall-related health care costs
over the next decade, and improve
asthma outcomes, which could reduce
health care costs by as much as half a
billion dollars.

Energy-efficient products and
practices pay numerous dividends,
making them a worthy expenditure for
any homeowners looking to upgrade
their homes.

The Facts About Insulation
And Home EfflClency

Insulation can go a long way toward
making a home more comfortable.
Insulation reduces the transfer of heat
from indoors and outdoors so homes
stay more comfortable in both the
winter and summer. Insulation also
can block exterior noise. A properly
insulated home is a must, particularly
in the wake of rising energy costs.
Insulation will help a home be more
energy efficient.

Insulation is easily taken for granted.
The following are some facts about
insulation and home efficiency that
illustrate how much homeowners can
benefit from upgrading their insulation.

* Insulation is made from a variety of
materials, including fiberglass, wool,
cellulose, and spray foam.

* Unless damaged, insulation lasts for
the life of the building. Some settling of
insulation may occur, particularly with
loose-fill type insulation, and gaps can
be filled in.

* During the Middle Ages, walls of
homes were stuffed with straw and mud
to help keep out the cold. It is one of the
first documented types of insulation.

* According to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, insulation saves
more than 600 times more energy each
year than compact fluorescent lights,
Energy Star Appliances, and Energy
Star windows combined.

» For every Btu consumed in the
production of insulation each year, 12
Btus are saved by the use of insulation,
says A+ Insulation of Kansas City.

* An insulating material’s resistance
to heat flow is measured in terms of
its thermal resistance, or R-value. The
higher the R-value, the greater the
insulating effectiveness. An insulation
contractor can let a homeowner know
how much insulation and what R-value
is recommended for his or her climate.

. Manufacturers  continue  to
experiment with insulation materials.
Environmentally  friendly  options
include recycled cotton denim, paper
or plant cellulose, and sheep’s wool.

* Large pieces of insulation are called
batts. Traditionally they are made from
pink fiberglass, which is extremely
fine woven glass. It’s important to
realize fiberglass insulation can release
small particles or fibers in the air when
disturbed, so respiratory protection and
gloves should be used when handling to
reduce risk of irritation.

Insulation is a key investment in home
comfort and efficiency.
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Safely Decorate Your Home Exterior This Holiday Season

A person doesn’t have to drive far or
look too closely to be inspired by holiday
decor come the month of December.
Enthusiastic celebrants go to great
lengths to express their holiday spirit,
and that typically includes decorating
their home exteriors.

Home holiday decorations are a
tradition in millions of households.
Though the tradition helps make this
special time of year even more festive,
decorating a home exterior for the
holidays is not without certain safety
risks. Homeowners must prioritize
safety when decorating their home
exteriors for the holidays. These tips
can ensure the holiday season is as safe
as it is special.

* Never decorate alone. The buddy
system should be employed when
decorating a home for the holidays. No
fewer than two people should decorate
a home. A second person can ensure a
ladder remains steady while hanging
lights and can help lift potentially heavy
lawn decorations, thus reducing the risk
for injury.

* Use the appropriate decorations and
tools. The American Red Cross urges
individuals to use only decorations
designed for outdoor use when
decorating their home exteriors. Indoor
lights should never be strung outdoors,

even on small spaces. In addition, the
Red Cross recommends homeowners
who intend to use nails or hooks to
hang decorations first confirm they
are insulated, which can help to avoid
electrocution and reduce fire risk.

* Plug decorations into the correct
outlets. The energy experts at
FirstEnergy note that outdoor lights and
inflatable decorations should be plugged
into circuits protected by ground fault
circuit interrupters (GFCIs). Older
homes may not be equipped with such
outlets, particularly on their home
exteriors. Replacing existing outlets
with GFCIs is a quick and relatively
inexpensive job that a professional
electrician should be hired to handle
before decorating for the holidays.

» Utilize a timer for exterior lights.
Lights should be not kept on overnight,
which can be costly and pose a safety
hazard. Utilize a timer so lights come
on at night and turn off around bedtime,
if not earlier.

* Inspect decorations. Exterior string
lights and other plug-in decorations
should be inspected at the beginning
of each season to ensure there are no
frayed or cracked wires. Damaged wires
pose a significant fire hazard, so any
damaged strands should be discarded
and replaced.

* Pick the right day to decorate.
Consult the weather forecast prior to
decorating the exterior of a home. Pick
a day when efforts to decorate won’t be
compromised by wind, rain, snow, or
other inclement weather. If it’s already
snowed, avoid decorating until the
snow has melted, as there could be ice
lingering beneath the snow. It’s also
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unsafe to work on a snow-covered roof.
Decorate on a day with ample daylight
and pause decorating if weather takes a
sudden, unexpected turn for the worse.

It can be fun to decorate a home’s
exterior for the holiday season. But
homeowners must prioritize safety and
take every step necessary to reduce
their risk for accident or injury.

What To Know About Replacing Gutters

Certain home renovation projects
are more glamorous than others. A
remodeled kitchen is sure to garner its
share of “oohs and aahs,” while a newly
paved driveway is much less likely to
dazzle guests.

A gutter replacement is another job
that might not have the wow factor. But
fully functioning gutters are a must
and can help to prevent potentially

expensive roof damage. Gutters rarely
draw attention, but homeowners can
keep an eye out for signs that indicate
gutters need to be replaced.
Signs gutters should be replaced

Various signs indicate it’s time to
replace existing gutters. Homeowners
should act promptly if any of the
following signs arise, as poorly
functioning gutters can make it hard
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for water to get into the downspouts,
ultimately pushing it backward and
likely underneath roof shingles, where
the result can be costly water damage.

* Peeling paint

* Cracks

* Pooling water in the gutter

* Mildew in the gutter, which can
sometimes be seen even from the
ground

» Water damage: Water damage on the
gutter can be limited to certain spots
and will be noticeable on the underside
of the gutter

* Soffit damage

* Sagging gutters

* Detached gutters, which can be
detached from other pieces or the house

* Rust

Who should replace gutters?

Many home improvements can be
completed successfully by skilled do-
it-yourselfers, but a gutter replacement
is best left to the professionals.
Homeowners who live in single-story
homes may be able to replace gutters
on their own, but the issues that can
arise when gutters are not functioning
at optimal capacity make this a job
best suited to professionals, even in
residences without high roofs.

Some gutters may be under
a  manufacturer’s warranty, SO
homeowners can check to see if their
gutters qualify for a free upgrade.
Experience is one of the best reasons
to work with a professional gutter
installation team. Experienced
professionals can identify which gutters
are the best fit based on a host of factors,
including the pitch of the roof, local
conditions and the size of the house. In
addition, gutter installation requires the
use of various tools that many DIYers
may not have on hand, which can cut
into the cost savings of doing the project

yourself.
Homeowners also  should not
underestimate  the challenges of

working on ladders that are high
up off the ground. Professionals are
accustomed to such challenges, while
DIYers may not be comfortable or used
to climbing ladders with materials and
tools in hand.

A gutter replacement is a worthwhile
investment that can ensure rain water
efficiently and effectively runs through
gutters and away from the roof. Leaving
this task to the professionals can ensure
the job is done right.

September 29-October 8
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Small Renovations That Safety Considerations
Make A Big Difference When Pressure Washing

Home renovation projects were high
on homeowners’ priority lists during the
early days of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Throughout much of 2020, people across
the globe were forced to spend much
of their time at home as leaders and
governments across the globe sought
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
More time at home compelled millions
of homeowners to invest more in their
properties, thus sparking a renovation
boom.

By early 2023, the renovation boom that
marked the initial days of the pandemic
appeared to have burst. In May 2023,
the popular home improvement retailer
Home Depot reported its sales had
fallen by 4.5 percent in the first quarter
of the year and that its income had
fallen by more than 6 percent from the
same period a year earlier. That marked
the end of what Home Depot CEO Ted
Decker characterized as “a three-year
period of unprecedented growth” in the
home improvement sector.

Home Depot’s decline in sales was
attributed to a number of factors,
including a pivot among homeowners
from large projects to smaller
renovations. Inflation and the looming
threat of a recession have led many
homeowners to emphasize smaller
projects. With that in mind, the
following are some small renovations
that can have a big impact.

* Storage addition: Regardless of
where storage is added, be it the kitchen
or a home office or a laundry room,
extra space to keep items out of view
can dramatically alter the look of a
home. Unused kitchen walls can be
transformed with some inexpensive,
easily hanged shelves, while some

laundry pedestals with storage drawers
can help keep washrooms clear of
clutter.

*Polish floors: Elbow grease might be
the biggest expenditure when cleaning
hardwood floors. The wood flooring
experts at Bona® advise homeowners to
polish their floors once every two to four
months depending on how much foot
traffic the floors get. A fresh polishing
can make floors look brand new and
ensures dirt and dust are not hanging
around as uninvited houseguests.

* Paint: Painting is another inexpensive
option for budget-conscious
homeowners who want to update their
homes. There’s no shortage of places
in a home, both inside and out, where a
fresh coat of paint can make a statement
without breaking the bank. Fading paint
on bedroom walls and kitchen cabinets
can be painted over with a fresh coat of
the same color or even something more
vibrant. Outside, apply a fresh coat to a
wooden deck or paint over brick siding
to create a whole new look.

* Molding: Crown molding can add
a touch of elegance to any room.
Rooms can be transformed in a single
weekend with the installation of new or
replacement crown molding. A simple
molding installation is a task many
do-it-yourselfers can handle on their
own, while homeowners with less DIY
experience may benefit from hiring a
contractor to create a layered molding
look.

Homeowners are pivoting away from
costly renovations to more budget-
conscious  projects.  Various less

expensive undertakings can transform
spaces at a fraction of the cost of more
extensive renovations.

Water is essential to
cleaning, but it can be
an even more powerful
asset when there is great
force behind it. This is the
concept behind pressure
washers, which are tools
that spray water at high
pressure in order to clean
an assortment of surfaces.

Pressure washers are

typically used to clean
siding, farm equipment,
industrial machinery, |
concrete  patios, and [
much more. The power [
behind pressure washers
can cause injury. In fact, [
the Centers for Disease [
Control and Prevention [&
says pressure washers can
cause of a host of injuries,
including:

* The strong spray can
cause serious wounds.
High-pressured water can
cut through flesh.

* The fast, strong spray
can strike objects and
toss them powerfully into
others who are close by.

» Electric shock may occur if the
pressure washer is not used properly.

* The force from the washer can knock
a person off balance, whether operating
the tool on the ground or while on a
ladder.

In most cases, injuries due to pressure
washer usage are entirely preventable.
Those who plan to use pressure washers
should always do so with safety in mind.
Here are some precautions to take.

* Identify potential hazards. Identify
potential hazards with each different
surface before beginning the job.
Weather, personal fatigue, slippery
surfaces and nearby electrical hazards
can increase injury risk.

Residential - Commercial - Farm Buildings
Insulation, Concrete Lifting and Leveling

Concieteylifting
° ° °

Geolift is a concrete lifting foam for both residential and commercial, Geolift can lift,
level, and renew. Demolition can be expensive. Instead of pouring new concrete,
repair your sunken concrete with Geolift to save time and money on your renovation.

YMKER INSULATION

ymkerinsulation.com

Insulation Types

Sprayed Cellulose * Blown Cellulose * Spray Urethane Foam

(712) 722-3903

Over 30 years in the business. Ymker Insulation is a member of the National Federation
of Independent Business (NFIB) and of the Better Business Bureau (BBB).

FREE
ESTIMATES!

* Read the manual so you fully
understand how to operate the washer.
Read the instruction manual and
practice using the tool before you put it
to use on the task at hand. Learn how to
operate the machine and all accessories.
Figure out how to shut it off in a hurry.
Determine if it is safe to use an extension
cord on an electric model.

* Wear protective gear. Closed-toe
shoes are a must because the water
spray can cause lacerations. Be sure
the shoes are non-slip or work boots.
Full-length pants and a long-sleeved
shirt can protect users from flying
debris. Wear eye protection whenever
operating the washer. OSHA guidelines
recommend a full face shield for water
pressure higher than 2,000 psi to avoid
eye or head injury. Waterproof gloves
also are wise to provide better grip. Ear
protection for a gas-powered pressure
washer can protect against hearing loss.

o Start off with the widest spray.
Pressure washers often include various
nozzles or nozzle settings that may range
from a 65-degree mist to a zero-degree
pinpoint jet. Most people never need to
use the most intense jet sprays. Begin
washing with the widest angle spray
tip, from around two feet away, to test
cleaning capabilities, and adjust nozzle
and distance as necessary, according to
PressureWasher.com

Pressure washers help clean any
number of surfaces. Safety must always
be the top priority when using these
potentially dangerous machines.
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Key Ways To Keep Children Safe At Home

Expecting parents process a barrage of information as they prepare for the day
their child is born. No matter how many details they gather from doctors, their own
research and individuals who have blazed parenting paths before them, there are
still plenty of things to learn on the job.

One of the surprises new parents often face is how much trouble their youngsters
can get into both inside and outside a home — particularly as they become mobile.
Early lessons pertain to feeding and sleeping schedules, but it is important for
parents to be mindful of all of the safety concerns they could face.

Bathing

Water is necessary to keep children clean and healthy, but also poses a significant
danger. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention indicates more children
ages one to four die from drowning than from any other cause.

Various precautions should be taken when bathing children. First and foremost, a
child should never be left unattended in the bath or around water even for a second.
Just a few inches of water can cause drowning. In addition, parents should exercise
caution to check the temperature of the bath water to ensure that the child will not
be scalded. There are special thermometers that can be used in the bath to indicate
if the water has reached a safe temperature.

Nursery

It can be tempting to accept used baby items from other people in an effort to save
money. However, these pieces from well-meaning friends and family may no longer
meet current safety guidelines, particularly if they’re from an older generation.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission advises that there should be no more
than a 23/8-inch gap between crib slats (about the width of a soda can). The crib
should be placed away from hazards like drapes or window covering cords. The
crib should only have a firm mattress with a well-fitted sheet. Pillows, bumper
pads, comforters, and the like can be hazardous in a crib.

Current safety guidelines recommend that children should be placed on their
backs to sleep. After children are able to roll from back to stomach on their own,
they may choose their own sleeping positions, as the risk for Sudden Infant Death

Syndrome (SIDS) is reduced at this point.

™

Providing
Only the Best!

Siding ¢ Roofing ¢ Windows

TRUMM

EXTERIORS

(605) 360-5889

Around the house

Bathrooms, stairs, kitchens, and sharp furniture are all places where curious
children can become injured. There are scores of safety products that can limit
access to danger. Cushioned pads can be put on furniture edges. Heavy furniture,
such as televisions and dressers, can be bolted to the wall to avoid tip-over accidents.

Parents should use gates to block access to staircases or other off-limits spaces.
Special door handle products can make it challenging for little fingers to get into
rooms. Cabinet and toilet seat locks also can restrict access.

Feeding

While parents may want to dive right into offering solid foods, choking is an
inherent danger. Most pediatricians urge avoiding foods that can block airways
until a child reaches age four. Such foods include hot dogs, popcorn, whole grapes,
and nuts. Safe finger foods include soft items that are easily swallowed, and
O-shaped cereals.

Children have a tendency to put everything in their mouths, so small toys, parts
and batteries can be risky.

Parents need to keep watchful eyes on their children and keep safety precautions
in mind as their children grow up.

The trees are about to show us
just how beautiful it can be to

let things go...
AND
DECORATE
WITH
NEW!

PHARMACY

Monday-Friday
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Sale ends October 31, 2023
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How To Prepare A
Fireplace For The Winter

As hours of daylight shorten and fall
gives way to winter, thoughts shift from
fall foliage to spending time cuddling
under warm blankets and being cozy
indoors. A fireplace can improve the
ambiance of any room and help to create
a warm and welcoming gathering spot.

Home fireplaces typically are wood-
burning or gas. Though maintenance
for these fireplaces differs, certain
preparatory steps must be taken to
prepare a fireplace for winter.

Clear the clutter

Items can accumulate in areas that
are not in use, and a fireplace is
no exception. Take a few hours to
remove any belongings from in front
of the fireplace and clean the mantle
thoroughly.

Have the chimney cleaned

Hire a professional chimney cleaning
company to inspect the chimney and
clean it thoroughly before winter.
According to BobVila.com, a chimney
should be cleaned once a year, or after
about every 80 fires. The National Fire
Protection Association says failure
to properly clean chimneys is one
of the leading contributors to home
fires. That’s due to creosote, a highly
flammable residue that builds up in the
flue that lines the chimney.

Inspect the interior

The interior of a wood-burning
fireplace is likely lined with fire bricks.
Check for cracks and loose joints. Hire
a professional mason to make any
repairs, as special materials are needed
to withstand the heat of fires.

Install a chimney cap and screen

According to Family Handyman, a
chimney cap is a protective covering
that goes over the top of the chimney.
It is made of steel or copper mesh with
a cap on top. This protects the chimney
from rain and downdrafts and keeps
animals and debris from getting into
the chimney.

Prune overhanging branches

If there are trees close to the home and
the chimney, cut them back, as they can
be a fire hazard. Branches and leaves
also can restrict the proper draft of the
chimney.

Assess the outdoor vent

Gas fireplaces typically emit exhaust
through a vent in the home. Remove
any blockages from the vent, including
leaves, cobwebs and debris.

Check glass or other coverings

The glass or face of the fireplace helps
regulate carbon monoxide exposure
and protects people from the flames. Be
sure the glass covering is intact.

Clean ceramic logs

Gas fireplaces use ceramic logs, rocks
or beads that can become dusty. Clean
them prior to use. Dirty ceramic logs
can be a fire hazard and produce an
unpleasant burning smell.

Check the blower and pilot

If the fireplace has an electric blower,
clean and dust it so it doesn’t become
clogged. Inspect the pilot light for any
wear and tear that includes wiring or
structural issues.

It takes several steps to prepare
fireplaces for cold weather seasons
when they’re most likely to be used
with frequency.
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How To Make Homes
Safer From Fires

Over a five-year period beginning in
2015 and 2019, fire departments across
the United States responded to roughly
347,000 home structure fires per year.
That data, courtesy of the National Fire
Protection Association, underscores the
significance of home fire protection
measures.

Smoke detectors are a key component
of fire protection, but there’s much
more homeowners can do to protect
themselves, their families, their
belongings, and their homes from
structure fires.

* Routinely inspect smoke detectors.
Smoke detectors can only alert residents
to a fire if they’re working properly.
Battery-powered  smoke  detectors
won’t work if the batteries die. Routine
smoke detector check-ups can ensure
the batteries still have juice and that the
devices themselves are still functioning
properly. Test alarms to make sure the
devices are functioning and audible
in nearby rooms. Install additional
detectors as necessary so alarms and
warnings can be heard in every room
of the house.

* Hire an electrician to audit your
home. Electricians can inspect a home
and identify any issues that could make
the home more vulnerable to fires.
Ask electricians to look over every
part of the house, including attics and
crawl spaces. Oft-overlooked areas
like attics and crawl spaces pose a
potentially significant fire safety threat,
as data from the Federal Emergency
Management Association (FEMA)
indicates that 13 percent of electrical
fires begin in such spaces.

e Audit the laundry room. The
laundry room is another potential
source of home structure fires. NFPA
data indicates around 3 percent of
home structure fires begin in laundry
rooms each year. Strategies to reduce
the risk of laundry room fires include
leaving room for laundry to tumble in
washers and dryers; routinely cleaning
lint screens to avoid the buildup of dust,
fiber and lint, which the NFPA notes

are often the first items to ignite in
fires linked to dryers; and ensuring the
outlets washing machines and dryers
are plugged into can handle the voltage
such appliances require. It’s also a good
idea to clean dryer exhaust vents and
ducts every year.

* Look outward as well. Though the
majority of home fires begin inside,
the NFPA reports that 4 percent of
such fires begin outside the home.
Homeowners can reduce the risk of
such fires by ensuring all items that
utilize fire, including grills and firepits,
are always used at least 10 feet away
from the home. Never operate a grill
beneath eaves, and do not use grills on
decks. Never leave children unattended
around firepits, as all it takes is a single
mistake and a moment for a fire to
become unwieldy.

* Sweat the small stuff. Hair dryers,
hair straighteners, scented candles,
clothes irons, and holiday decorations
are some additional home fire safety
hazards. Never leave candles burning
in empty rooms and make sure beauty
and grooming items like dryers,
straighteners and irons are unplugged
and placed in a safe place to cool down
when not in use.

Fire departments respond to hundreds
of thousands of home fires each year.
Some simple strategies and preventive
measures can greatly reduce the risk
that a fire will overtake your home.
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Wood floors are coveted for a number
of reasons, not the least of which is their
aesthetic appeal. Many people prefer
wood flooring because dust and dirt do
not become trapped as they would in
carpet fibers, seemingly making wood
flooring easy to clean.

Most floors endure a lot of wear and
tear. However, with care, wood flooring
may last for decades. Part of that care
includes  understanding
how to properly clean and
maintain wood floors so
they look their best. The
following are some steps
for keeping wood floors as
pristine as possible.

* Remove shoes. It’s a
good idea to remove shoes,
particularly heels, when
walking on wood floors.
Sharp heels, cleats and
other shoes can scratch or
dent wood flooring. All
shoes can track in excess
dirt, which can contribute
to a lack of luster as well.

* Sweep or vacuum
frequently. The experts
at The Spruce suggest
sweeping, vacuuming or
dust mopping wood floors
daily. Dirt and dust make
floors more slippery, and
dirt or sand particles can
lead to scratches on the
floor.

* Learn your flooring type. Wood
flooring is broken down into three main
categories: solid hardwood flooring,
engineered hardwood flooring and
laminate wood flooring. Traditional
hardwood is made of planks or strips of
any hardwood covered in a wood stain.
Engineered flooring is manufactured
by gluing together several thin plies
of hardwood. Laminate flooring looks

like wood but generally is a veneer or

Protecting Your Home
Protecting Your Litestyle
Protecting Your Family

Hard times happen.
Insure you're
safeguarded, with
a comprehensive
coverage plan that
offers the coverage
you need, with the
deductibles your
family can afford.

Get a free, no-
obligation policy
review and rate quote
from
Corey Ulrickson
at First American
Insurance

First American Insurance
207 E. 5th St., Canton, SD 57013
605-987-4344
corey_Ulrickson@hotmail.com

a photographic image of wood covered
by a thick layer of melamine resin over
fiberboard.

e Skip harsh cleansers. Regardless
of flooring type, most are covered
by a sealant that can become streaky
or dull if the wrong cleanser is used.
Avoid chlorine bleach, ammonia, pine
oil, or undiluted vinegar. Instead,
choose a cleanser that is specifically

recommended for the flooring type. Do

not allow water or solutions to sit on the
floor, as that can contribute to staining
and warping. With laminate flooring,
avoid wet mopping unless the flooring
is specifically marked as being able to
be wet. The underlayers of laminate
flooring can warp if it gets wet.

e Damp is better than wet. When
cleaning wood flooring, use a damp
rather than a soaking wet mop. Better
Homes & Gardens says
standing ~ water  can
damage wood surfaces.

e Use the hard floor
setting. When vacuuming,
adjust the vacuum to a
hard flooring setting,
which will not engage
the brush rollers on the
vacuum head. Rollers
can scratch wood and
laminate flooring, advises
. | The Home Depot.

* Use repair products
| as needed. Scratch and
- | repair kits can fill in small
| scratches. Wood  floor
| polish and wood waxes
also can revitalize worn
floors. Again, check that
the product is safe for your
particular flooring before
use.
| Wood floors bring
warmth to a home and are
very popular. Cleaning
them correctly can add to
their appeal and longevity.

Hill Country Doors is located in Inwood,
lowa. We specialize in garage door sales,
service and installation. : :

Whether it be Residential, Commercial
or Agricultural, we service it all.

Serving the Tri-State area and providing the
best garage doors on the market. Give us a
call at 712-461-2904 for a free quote or any
questions you may have.

Agricultural, Commercial & Residential
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

712-461-2904
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Kitchen cabinets: reface or replace?

The kitchen is a busy room in many
homes. That popularity likely has
something to do with why so many
homeowners spend sizable sums
renovating their kitchens. According to
highlights from the 2022 U.S. Houzz
Kitchen Trends Study, the median
spend on major kitchen remodels grew
by 14 percent from the previous year,
and minor remodels increased by 25
percent. Spurred on by increased time
spent at home during the pandemic,
the main impetus for kitchen remodels
according to the study was that
homeowners wanted to make these
improvements all along and finally had
the time and means to do so.

There are many aspects of a kitchen
that homeowners can change. Houzz

found 94 percent of renovators either
fully or partially replaced cabinets in
their improvement plans. Cabinets are
a major component of kitchen layouts.
Cabinets help to establish the aesthetic
of a kitchen and serve a useful function,
providing necessary storage space
to ensure the room does not appear
cluttered.

Homeowners have different options
when it comes to cabinet renovations,
and they may need to decide if they
need to replace or reface their cabinets.

Replacement

Cabinet replacement involves

removing all of the existing cabinets
before new cabinets are leveled and
installed. According to

the home

Hoﬁ?e Sweﬂtflo

We have the right loan for a
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home improvement project or

s

if you’re looking to buy.

Choose your hometown bank,
Farmers State Bank,
where it feels like home

Talk to any one of us today to find out how we
can save you money on your home loan!

=]

FARMERS STATE BANK

Member

FDIC

Since 1901

improvement resource The Spruce,
homeowners can expect to pay between
$13,000 and $30,000 for contractor
grade cabinets. Cabinet replacement is
a good idea when homeowners want to
add more cabinet space or create a new
layout in the room.

Refacing

Cabinet refacing is less messy and
less disruptive than replacement. All
cabinets remain the same size and in the
same location. The cabinet boxes must
be in good shape to facilitate a refacing.
The process involves installation of new
drawer fronts and cabinet doors, as well
as veneering of the cabinet boxes. New
hardware typically is installed as well.

The insides of the cabinets typically
remain the same. The Spruce says
cabinet refacing can be 30 to 50 percent
cheaper than a replacement.

Most people call in professionals
to change their cabinets. Cabinet
replacement can be a do-it-yourself
job, but it involves measuring and
ensuring everything fits and is leveled
appropriately. Homeowners who choose
to reface their cabinets themselves may
opt to paint or restain. Wood veneer or a
new door and drawer panel installation
can be complicated and is best left to
qualified contractors.
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